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ABSTEACT 

Presented is an outline of procedures to use in child 
'%ind activities for locating handicapped children* Basic suggestions 
^^re given for five types of activities such' as announcement in local 
lewspapers and letters to teachers. Listed are numerpois social 
Service agencie:^^ medical community agencies, therapeutic nurseries, 
d^;|y'care cenfters, play schools, and community parent resources to 
vMich one preschool presented a progrsim in order to publicize the 
prpblem and 'get referrals • Also included are an outline for a lecture 
to parent and professi^onal groups, and simple letters foi^ teachers 
and parents to announce a new preschool learning center. (LS) 
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To Undertake. Child Find Activities 

. The following are activtt:ies\hat should C9nsidered in going about^ Child Find 
Activities: ^ 
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^\ Announcement of childv search in local newspap^ers including information J 

: cnncerning: — . : 

Jt^-^^specili-c popuia^a^onX age range, type of handicap, tlist specific 

areas) \ - 

B. services offered to pkrents, children, sibiing?^^ including: 

1. program fot* childrc 

2. program fdr parents\ (home program, study. groups, parent groups, 
individual counseling) 

3. child evaluation 

4. home program for children 

5. information center: ctiearing houSe for child activities 

\ , C. confidentiality of all information taken, given and recorded 
, • names of staff^ members with titles and description of their roles 

name, title, .^(f^ress, and phone number of contact person(s) 
F. 'no fee .to p^ents or children 

Article should be written in simple language so that lay persons will be 
able to clearly understand the purpose of the,program. If at all possible, a 
staff member should read the article before its publication .to insure that the 
tinformation is presdifted accurately, and non-offensively. 

\ , ^^ A. cal endar of meetings, dates, and places where staff. members from the 
Ghild-TTiid will /^resent the program to the various community groups should- also 
be/printed at tliis time. 

/ ^ . ■ 

II. Brochure 

.draw up brochure to advertise programs; include answers to who, what 
were questions; 

A. who: age range 
. types of handicaps (very simple non-threatening language: 

children who have hearing and vision problems, learning 
j problems, movement problems, behaviour problems, ^elf-help 

problems) 

B. what; types of services offered: instructional programs for 
children and parents together; home programs for children 
and parents, parent study groups, parent workshops, 
individual parent counseling, child evaluation, information 
clearing house for child activities; referral agency 

C. where: describe location, (public school setting) No Fee (em- 
phasized) describe regional area from which population 
is selected (for example, Mamaroneck-Larchmont) 



r 



I 4\ .print in languages that rpsp6nd to the various lang^^ge groups in the 

•J ^ y , population (each set pf lianguage brochures^ should^ be color-coded) 

••• . r . / ' ^ ' 
' ;iievelt )p a name fur p r og r^ th^t descrt bes pr og r am to so aiere xten t : 
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acronyms tend tb obscure piogram messagq; 



.art work on brpcliure shoalA b;© related' to prpgrain content and jbe ' u 
siispie: the same moti^ S^Efijxd be iTl ail pubiica?5^pns concerniiig/r 
the program (see appeniix^s #s 1> 2,. 3, 4). ^ * / T ^ 



III. Posters V I / I / 

• ^ ■ ' I ' ' . ' ' < J 

.posters should be printed on cover ^toc^ ^d^lacexi in supermarkets^ 
V$hopping centers, apartment lolibies, elevators, playgrounds^ t 

•information on the poster should include: 

location of program and phone number ^ ? 

age range ' . < / . ^^^Si 

types of handipap i' • * 

no fee «^ . , ..v 

^regional area specified . , 

same art work as brochure (see appendix #5);. 



IV. Letter to Teachers 

, • . i 

.all teachers ii\ the school district (public, private, parochial) 
should receive a letter explaining the program to them. Attached to 
the letter should be the program brochure (see appendix #60 

V. Letter to Parents 

.all children in school (elementary through high school, public, 
private, parochial) Should rece|.ve a letter explaipring the program 
with an attached brochure to be delivered to theiF parents . (see 
appendix #7.) ^ 

VI . Presentation of Program to A^^ncies, Conmiunity Groups, Parents 

.staff member (s) should present program to vaTioxxs agencies in the 
community in an effort to publicize the pjrobl^jt^ j^nd get referrals. 

A. Social Services Agencies '| . 

.consult Red Book (Directory of Social Seirvice Agencies) 

.consult newspaper community calendar fcrr schedules of meetings 

.List of agencies will follow. These agencies* were visited by 
our Pre-School Program. Comparable agencies should exist in 
most areas: (see Appendix #8 for outljlne pf presentation to 
professional agencies) 



Center fo^ Preventive Psychiatry: After a presentation 
at this Center, the professional staff offered its servig^s 
-t<>=tjte^pe^ehoo l * L g gmmjf^SeTil ^ £ dXagT io 
and evaluations. On an 



emergency basics ^ these services wer^ 



o f f er ed at no fee to Lh 
educational consultati 
behavior problems. - (Th 
the program that was 
School Learning Center 



client. They, also offered us psycho- 



lOl 



for programming for children who had^ 
is T/as affered asT ar^rc^d^^ 
established for youngsters at the* Pre- 



Community Counseling Ceiter, Mamaroneck, N.Y: This agency 
has, ad its primary fun::tion, counseling and therapy with 
families of adolescent youngsters. Some of the youngsters 

)ol Learning Center have parents atfd 
siblings who a^e involved in this service. As a result, it 
was our feeling that our services should be made known to* them, 
should they come in contact ^with a family that has a pre- 
school youngster who they might be able to refer to us*. This 
source was/ able to relate information ^to us concerning various 

tfoblem families that exist in oUr locality and we were able k 
p (iffer a valuable service to them in terms of child study, ; 
child program, and parent program for pre-school handicapped 
youngsters. Services are available' at this Center at a 
minimal fee or gratis. 

Westchester Department of Social Services: Department of 
Child (detective Services. A lectu!re was given to those 
social Wprkers who have cases in the Mamai^pneck-Larchmont 
area to f^iliarize them with the program 'objectives and ' 
clientele. 



Westchester Association for Retarded Children: An informal 
meeting was arranged wherein our professional staff met with 
the professional staff of this organization to explain the 
scope of the program that was being offered to pre-school 
handicapped children in the Mamaroneck-Larchmont area. WARC 
has a pro-school program for children with developmental lags; 
no children from Mamaroneck-Larchmont have been attending or 
tef erred for 3 years. It 15 their feeling 'that parents hesi- 
tate to identify their children as having developmental lags 
until they ajpe school-age. Information like this that was 
gathered npt only from this agency but other agencies listed 
above aija below, further reinfotced our feeling that an active 
child^<ind must be undertaken with vigor in our area so as to' 
turn up the population tha^t we were seeking. The tTirust of 
the child-find had to be comprehensive as well as non-threat- 
;ening to the residents of this community. 

New Rochelle Guidance Center: It was an informal discussion 
with other professionals. They informed us of their services 
and a detailed description of our services was given as well 
as brochures and posters left with them. (Again we cannot 
stress enough the ^act that these agencies have been- incited 
to visit our program not only for good will purposes, but also 



o share professional infoxm^tidn cpnceming youngsters^ 
. branch of the New Rochelle Guidaribe Center, namely the 
ilam^oneck^Xiuid^ was^alsoi visited an d similar 



"57 Westchester Lighthouse: Besides the informal aspect to "rr^ 

- . our visit with the JDi^ector and pr of^^g gAoml the" 
" . Lighthouse / information was sfiareJ by tlve* agency that' there 
Have been recorded no legally blind children residing in 
. the Mamaroneck-Larchmont area unde^ the age of 5 at ppsent. i 

7. vBurke Rehabilitation Center: Professional to professional; ^ ^ 
^information sharing and referral seeking. ^ Services are 

available £aaM»'Burke on a slidjLng scale. . 

8. The CouncilN^ Social Agencies: This is a center for 
referral sources, that is used \>y professionals and agencies 
in the Westchester area. They prepare a booklet describing 
all thf services and programs in W^&stchestet, and application 
has beln made for the Pre-Schodl Learning Cent^'r to be listed 
in their Directory. Weekly contact Ijas been maintained due 
to the vast reaches of this particular organization in terms 
of referring youngsters to the program. Every effort should 
be made to list the r'jifsource in as many appropriate directories 
as possible. / 

9. Department of Public Health: Pujblich Health Nurses Assoc.: 
Information sharing; prafessionats to professionals. This is 
an important agency to contact as they have referred several 
children to the Pre-School Learning Center for evalu^ition 

program. Riesearch also points to this agency as a val- 
uabl^e source of referrals. r 

10. Visiting Nurses Association (private voluntary organization): 
^ Infoniiation sharing; professionals to professionals. 



!!• Westchester Family Services: Mamaroneck branch: 
sharing ;\ professionals to professionals. • t 



Information 



12. Center foV Family 6 Child Development> White Plains 

(affiliated with the New York Hospital, Westchester Division) . 

.After the initial! visit to these agencies, the various people were 
invited fi;om ea^hl of^ the agencies listed above to visit the Pre- 
School Learrting Ci^nter so that they might obtain firsts-hand in- 
formation concernilng the services that we have to offer. This, 
and phone contacts have enabled us to maintain continual contact 
with these Agencies. 

A list of the medical community agencies , will follow. These 
agencies were visited by our Pre^School program. Comparable 
agencies should exist in most areas. 
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Pediatricians: TJhe pejdiatricr^ns that service, the Mamaroneck- 
Larchmont area have been visited on an on-going basis with an 
initial visit explaining the program and leaving brochures in 
i:hetr^wai:t ill^'^roM TITelTpa^ Follow-up 

^iitacts have- beeii-TOa^e- by so<^ia4- work^rs-i^ t:on^ ' 



ceming specific chil^lren timt Have been referred. 

7A~ Iis^nng oF pediati7.cians can be found by consulting with the 
County Medical Society. An important aspect in searching for 
referrals is to- contact pediatricians in the bUtlying areas that 
will Inot be directly receiving services as some parents will take 
^ youngsters to pediatricians that are not locally based but perhaps 
ifiay bip 1 or 2 towns away. • ^ 

.A leciure was given at the County Medical Society to relay informa- 
tion albout our services to the medical community. This meeting 
included orthopedists, neurologists, cardiologists, opthamologists, 
psychiatrists and priinary care physicians. 

.In addition to this lecture, we talked with the nurses in the 2 
hospitals that service our community and one of the social v workers 
gave a lecture to the Pediatric Department at one of these hospi^ 
tals. Initial visitations were made to the area's orthopedists > 
neurologists, child psychiatrists, opthamologists, and optometrists. 

.Hospit:als\ that have particular programs that service the pre- 
school! handicapped population were yisited: 

1. St.Wnes Hospital Center for Cerebral Palsy. 

2. St. Vincent's Psychiatric Hospital. 

3. Albert, Einstein Rousseau Clinic and Rose F. Kennedy Clinic: - 
Development clinics that service the Westchester area. 

4. Columbia Presbyterian: Development clinics that service 
the Westchester area. 

5. New York Hospital, Westchester Division: Development clincs 
that service the Westchester area. 

6. Beth Israel\Hospital, New York City: Development clinics 
that serviceXthe Westchester area. 

7. Downstate Medrcal Center, Brooklyn: Development clinic. 

8. New York Univeri^ity Rubella Clinic. 

' 9. Blyth6dale Childr^n^s Hospital: Orthopedically Handicapped 
and Neurologicallyv Handicapped youngsters. 

10. Westchester County Medical Center (Grasslands): Stmshine 
Cottage Children's Services. 
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C. Tlibyapeutic Nurs^leg / 



2. Weblcliesler Assoqiation for Retarded Children Therapeutic 

: NursexxA,.--- ^ 

■ ' " > " " " " ' ■ ^ ,. ... ^.^^ .. . . , ^ .f 

3. St. Agnes therapeutic Nursery. 

4. Clearview Schpol Therapeutic Nursery. 

5. Blythedale Hospital^ Therapeutic Nursery. 

6. Grasslands TherapiQUtic Nursery. _^ ' * 
Day Care Centers 

1. Mamaroneck Community Action Program Day-Care Center. r 

2. New Rochelle Day Nursery Center. 

3. Day Care Centers connected with Universities. 

4. Department of Social Services Family Day Care Center, 
Mamaroneck-Larchmont Branch. ^ ^ 

5. Mamaroneck Pre-Kindergarten program. 
Play Schools 

.Initially work was done' with the nursery schools in terms of. 
information sharing and referral seeking. Since that initial 
contact, work has been done by the professional staff with the 
nursery school in terms of specific cases and specific needs of 
children and inservice workshops. 

■ Private and Church-Relat/ed Nursery Schools 

.In order to locate the/nursery schools in a given community, the 
following sources shoi^d be consulted: 

yellow pages 

Kindergarten teaohers in the system 
Board of Education for listing of nursery schools 
Churches and Temples. 

.The following iy a listing of nursery schools that were contacted 
in our seaifch: 

1. Privd/e Nursery schools ; 

a. /pengilly Nursery School 

b/ Parkside Nursery Schocyl 

8 
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i. c. -Larchmontt, Play School 



d. Mrs. SjbSfedt Play School 



~ — 

e. Montessori o£ Westchester I 



_ f. riyidspn Cpuntxy Day _ * _ . _ 

g. Monroe Nursery School / ' 

h. Saxon Woods Nursery School \ r . ' 

i. Windward Nursery School ^ ' ^ 
!. Church-Related Nursery Schools : ^ ' 

a. Ethical Culture. 

b. St. John's Episcopal Church 
A c. Mamaroneck Methodist Co-op 

d. Westchester Jewish Center 



0 



' e# Larch^ont Temple 

f. Monliessori at St. Augustine *s 

g. Larchmont Ave. Church 

h. .Trinity Church of New Rochelle 

i. St. Vito's Church 

j. Little Flower Montessori 

k. Memorial Montessori of New Rochelle 

1. Mid-Chester YMHA 

m. New Rochelle YWCA 

n. Port Chester YWCA 

0. White Plains YWCA 

p. Westchester Day School 

q. Temple Israejl Nursery School, White Plains 

r. Temple Israel, New Rochelle 
Community Parent Resources / 

1% The PT Council for Amblyopia Screening 
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2. Council on Family § Youth. 



4, Parish Council of Gt. Joh n G P a ul Church r' — ' ^ 

-Parislv-^ John*^- t:hu!reli; — ' 

6. Town of Mamaroneck Council. 

I . Jr. League Screening Hearing. 

8. Back to School Might : 

.At all elementary schools, middle school, and the high 
school in the Mamaroneck rLarchmont area. Information 
sharing, brochure distribution. 

9. PTA m^tings at the following locations: 

.All public elementary schools, middle school and high school, 
all parochial schools, Westchester Day School. Initial meet- 
ings were followed up by distribution of brochures at multipl 
school fun^idn$ throughout the year as well as talks to 
various gf^sij/ithin the PTAs that are listed above. 

> - V 

. Faculty meetings Aat' private and public institutions should 
be attended in ordi^^ to disseminate information concerning 
the program -to faculty members and administrators. Specific 
questions should be encouraged dur.ing these meetings from the 
audience. 

II. Lions Club. . ^ 

12. Rotary Club - * ' - 

13. The Sons of Italy. \ • • 

14. Hadassah. 

15. National Council of Jewish Women. 

16. Newcomer's Club of Larchmont. 

17. Garden Club. 

18. Jr. Women's Club 



19. Jr. League, 

20. Strait Gate Church. 

21. Temple % Church luncheons. 



e 9. ^ 



22. Marriage Encounter groups. 

23. Local Tenants Associations and Home Owner Associations. 



-25^. — Local Board Of Education meetings. 



' ~: . 26T*nLeague of WdifteirYorers ' * , ' 

27. Census Card List of 2-year olds living within the area. 

G. Community Oijtreach Activities 

.Brochures should bie distributed at supermarkets, playgrounds 
and shopping centers as well as any other site of congregation. 
Posters should be placed on billboards, telephone poles, in ^hop 
windows, libraries, apartiftent house lobbies ^nd sites of con- • 
gregation. *" 

VII. Logistics 

.Project director maintains card catalogue with name of Agency, com- 
munity group. Each contact is' recorded. Review of catalogue period- 
ically insures maintenance of contacts^ 

. Master sign-up book is kept noting meetings that occur on each date; 
Staff members sign up for coverage of meetings. In some cases appoint 
ments are made for them by clerk. This is an essential item so that 
the child-find activities run smoothly. 

VIII. Actual sources of referrals for program participants 

40% parent through letter or presentation at community and civic groups 

20% parent througli nursery schools. 

20% parent through social service agencies. 

10% parent through the medical community. 

10% other. 

.It is important to note that all referrals have come^directly from 
parent even if the pai^ent has been referred to the facility by an 

• agency. This is an important issue since it deals with a parent's 
right to pursue services and maintain the confidentiality of her 

' particular situation. Agencies have cooperated in giving^ parents 
the name and phone number of our facility. If the pai^ent'S fail to 
contact the facility, agencies then receive a release from the parent 
giving permission for the parents to contact you directly concerning 
the family. Only after th;LS release, has been given will the facility 
contact the parent regarding a referral made* from ah agency or other 
group. 

Attached: Appendices: 

.brochures ' ' 

.posters 

. letters . 

.outline of presejita tion^ iven to professional agencies* 

^outline prepared by Mrsp-;^udT?h Landau, Social Worker 

Pre-School Learning Center, Central School 
1100 Palmer Ave., Larchmont, N.Y. 11 



LECTURE' TO PARENT 6 PROFESSIONAL GROUPS * 



I. PreTSchool Learning Center Program 

.Children-^with special physi^l problem 

— >GT^0g3 mo^or — — — — — 

^Auditory visual ^ 

^..perceptual motor coordination*' 
.Cognitive 

• .Developmental lags 
.Speech and Language 

.Children with behavior problems 

.Agressive ^ * 
.Withdrawn 
' .Peer difficulties 
.Family relationships 
.Poor school adjustment 

V 

V * * * 

.Staff and the roles of each person 

.Referral and search process 

.Who is serviced and eligible and seryiced 

.Children already in the program 
.Parents in the program 
^ ' Individual counseling 
Study groups 

.Forms of Rublicity 

Questions. ' . - 

II. Normal Growth ^ Development - expectation and needs 

.0-1 year old baby 
,.l'-2^ year old toddler* 
.23ii5 year old pre-schooler- 
.S-^^i year old Kindergarten 

" .Prbblems 

Thumbsucking 

Rocking - . , , 

Feeding disturbance 
Sleep disturbance 
Toilet Training problems 
Auto-mutilation- r 
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Separation anxieties . k 
Sibling problems 

Impulse and aggressiveness control * ' 
Withdrawal patterns 
Development of ■ conscience 

Parent relationships and Other authoj-lty difficulties 



III; Open End - parent or professionals' questions and concerns. 



r 
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Dear Teacher: 

# 

Announcing New Pre -School Learning Center 

FOP: All Larchmont and Mamaroneck children aged 2-5 years who 
have special problems-, Pl^se listen for problems with 
siblings of children in^ yoirr--classToom* V/e are looking for 
children who have intellectual and emotional developmental 
lags in addition to children with physical handicaps, 

OUP PROGRAM^ FOR CHILDREv : iearn-Play Pre-School Programs 
Psycho-educational Evaluation that includes testing 
Auditory-visual evaluation and programs 
Perceptual -motor training 
Behavior management 

Training in activities of daily living 
Educational and cognitive he In ^ 
Home programs and small group urograms 

OUR PPOG^A^ FOP PARENTS : ^ . _ -J 

Counseling ^ 
Parents * groups 

COST : Freeoservice part of the Public School System 

WERE:. Central School — ground floor classroom #150 

CALL : Ow 8-9000 Ext. 3lT 

Mariann Mazzullo, Project Director 
Carol nharamsey. Social iVorker 
A Enid Friedman^ Psychologist 

^- Gary Hall, Psychologist 

' / Judy Landau, Sociaf' Worker 
Patricia 01 iff, Te&cher 



1/ 
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Dear Parent, 

Announcing New Pr^-School Leaminfi: Center 



Poy- All Larchraoht and ^aiparoneck children a^red 2-5 years who have 
special problems. / ; , 



Our Proi;raT n for Ch ildren* Leam-Play Pre^School Procyram 

auditory - visual - motor traininflf 
and/or 

educational and psychological help 
and/or 

training? in daily livintr skills 

Our Prooram for their Parents : Counseling . 

Parents ' groups 

fi 

Cost: Free dservice -part of the public school system. . i 

t 

*^ere; Central School - ground floor classroom. 



Call: m 8 -90an Ext. 317 

Mariann Mazzullo, Project Director 
Carol nharamsey. Social Worker 
Enid Friedman, Bsycbolotrist « 
Harv l^all, Psycholoqist 
Judy Landau, Social V'orker 
Patricia Oiif^?^ Teacher 

y » 
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